The Passing of Palmerston
Granville he found the pill of failure gilded, but his visit bootless. " I had the honour to know, and did my best in my small way to commend myself to your lordship's father when you were a youth and he was British ambassador in Paris; consider how well France behaved to England during the Indian Mutiny in not taking advantage of her weakness to do her a bad turn." Such was the burden of the arguments for intervention with Prussia in favour of France in these interviews between the French and English statesmen. On one occasion Thiers had pleaded his cause with so much fervour as to sink back in his chair exhausted. There he remained perfectly silent and motionless. He showed no signs of breathing. His English host, in his own words to me, "felt no doubt that the ' old man eloquent' had breathed his last." " While," continued Lord Granville, " about to call for help, I thought I should be making a scene for nothing* if, after all, Thiers was only asleep. I therefore proceeded as noisily as I could to break a huge piece of coal and banged the fire-irons about. My visitor immediately awoke and, with a placid smile, continued his appeal more fresh than he had begun it." The colloquial, not less than the epistolary, processes of our Foreign Office at this period included the discussion of many proposals for the return of the ex-empress Eugenie to France after her arrival in England. Why should she not, as a de facto monarch during the time of transition, negotiate through her ministers peace terms with Bismarck ? As regards the exertion of British influence with Prussia to moderate her terms, Lord Fitzmaurice has conclusively established this never to have been in question. " Palmer-
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